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E r e T2 Foot sr ro BRETT Oo In t 
HE Sacrament of Baptiſm, like that of the WY he 

1 Lord's Supper, was appointed by, Jeſus Chriſt WW cr! 
himſelf, and, no doubt, for the wiſeſt purpoſes. It be: 
isa means whereby. we may acquire no ſmall infight end 
into the nature of the whole Chriftian Religion, din 
Unhappily, however, there is a remarkable degree br 
of careleſſneſs and ignorance about this ſubje t pre. lav 
vailing among us, inſomuch, that if ſome pains are bau 
not taken to repreſent this important matter aright bes 
to our countrymen in general, and to all parents in WM chil 
particular, we ſeem in danger of loſing all the be, d 
nefit which was intended to be eee to us by ies 
this inſtitution of Chriſt, It is true,; the form of WM. $ 
Baptiſm is ſtill continued among us. Parents ap- abb 
pear, almoſt with one conſent, to bring their chil» Mot! 
dren to be baptized; but for what purpoſe do hey Mit. 
bring them? Is it becauſe they really wiſh to pledg Mort 
their children, and to pledge themſelves afreſh, dhe, 
fight under the banners of Chriſt? Oh; no; for WM cu! 
there are many who hardly once think of Chriſt in WM Go: 
the matter. I appeal to the common obſervation of! ſpc< 
my Readers, whether the day of baptizing al chill the: 
is not by many parents made to be little:elſe than con 
day of Extraordinary feaſting, a day of vanity and ha. 
oſtentation, a day at leaſt of mere worldly; joy, obe. 
955 when the Clergyman has done his office, pot hh! 
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whereof the child is now ſaid to be a partaker,” 
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e 
vas appointed by Jeſus Chriſt. re 7 
HCodfathers and godmothers alſo have learnt; as 

yell as parents, to be very incontiderate about this 

acred ordinanse. They promiſe, indeed, in the 

ce of God and of the Church, to renounce,” 

in the child's name, “ this wicked world, with all 

he ſinful-luſts of the fleſh,” and they alſo are un 
derſtood expreſsly to undertake that the child ſhall 

be taught not only * the Creed; the Lord's Prayer, 

and the Ten Commandments,” but alſo: “ all other 

hbings which a Chriſtian ought to know and believe 
for his ſoul's health;” and yet the moſt of them 
have no ſooner made this vow than they think they 
have done with it; they reflect not whether the parent 
be a perſon who is likely to pay that attention to the 
child's ſoul for which they have been engaging, nor 

do they ever afterwards beſtow a {ſingle thought on 

It's religious education themſelves. 1 OG 
Some there are, indeed, who do not act quite ſo 
abſurdly about Baptiſm; nor think quite ſo lightly * 

of it as many; others, and yet are far from turning 

it to a truly religious uſe: they are aware, in part, 

of the profanation of it which is ſo common, but 
they have not the courage to differ from the general 
cuſtom. They dare not refuſe, for inſtance, to ſtand 
Godfather or Godmother whenſoever ſome one ex- 
petts or requeſts it of them. To doſois a bad cuſtom, 
they allow, but fince it is a cuſtom they muſt 
comply with it. Ah, how little do they reflect, 
that in that very vow which in the child's name 
they are about to take, there is contained à pro- | 
nie co renounce the world;” in Which promiſe 
de Renuneiation of it's ſinful: cuſtoms is no doubt 
e gacluded; and I therefore aſk ſuch perſons; whether 
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the cuſtom of undertaking lightly the duty of God. 
fathers and Godmothers,' is not one of thoſe ſinful 
cuſtoms which the very ceremony of Baptiſin] 


pledges them to renouncdmme. 
In ſhort, then it muſt be acknowledged, that Bap. 
tiſm is on all ſides neglected and profaned, and 
that it is become now little elſe than a convenient 
ceremony, by which people beſtow a name upon 
their children. iF e e e 

But is this all that was intended by it? It ſurely 
needs no argument to prove, that it was never 
meant by the Founder of it to ſerve merely as a 
national ceremony by which we were to regiſter 
ages, or to give names to our children. It cannot! 
be, that a Sacrament ordained by him who died 
for us, enjoined upon his Diſciples nearly in his laſt 
words, and emphatically urged upon us in thoſe re- 
markable expreſſions, + He that believeth and is 
baptized ſhall be ſaved,”—-I ſay, it cannot be that 
a Sacrament thus ſolemnly appointed can deſerve 
to be lightly treated. Depend- upon it, it cannot 
be made light of without affronting Him who is 
the founder of it. It cannot be made light of 
without making light of Chriſt; without making 
light of Him who is the Hope of fallen man, and 
the only Saviour of our ſouls. = | 

Let us then proceed reverently to enquire. what 
is the true meaning and nature of it. 
And here I. Vould firſt remark, that long before 
Baptiſm was appointed there prevailed among the 
jeus the ceremony of circumciſion, which had near- 
ly che ſame uſe and deſign. Abraham was the firſt pet- 
ſon on whom circumciſion was enjoined; Abraham 
was called by the Divine goodneſs from a fate 
of ignorance! and idolatry, he was bleſſed. allo 
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nich, many great and glorious promiſes; hed was 
made - the; Father of the faithful, and was; himſelf 


adopted into the family of God; in token whereof. 5 


arcumciſion was, required of him as a ſign, the 
| ame thing being required alſo of his children the 
ſews, Who. became the peculiar people of God: 
not that the mere ſign or ceremony could bring 
any one into God's favor, for the apoſtle tells the 
ſews, that if they did not alſo “Keep the Law; 
verily their circumciſion was made uncircumci- 
fon.” And again it is ſaid, “for in Chriſt Jeſus 
neither: circumciſion availeth any thing nor un- 
circumciſion, but a new, creature.” The being . 
new creature“ was therefore the great point: and 
circumciſion ſeems to have been intended to re- 
preſent to men in thoſe. early ages, that new and- 
boly ſtate into which they muſt be brought in or- 
der to their being introduced into the favor of God, 
uncircumciſion repreſenting on the other hand that 
laful condition in which we are born, and in which. 
ve all naturally are, according to that expreſſion 
of the apoſtle, “ And you who were dead in your: 
ſus, and in the unctrcumciſion of Four: lleſh, vet: | 
now hath he reconciled.” | | 
Having thus made it appear 'what circumcifion. ; 
meant of old, let us next ſhew from. the ſame word | 
ok God what Baptiſm ſignifies: no. 
When Nicodemus came to Jeſus by night. in ora | 
der to enquire (as it ſeems). into the nature of chat 
new Religion of which he had heard, Jeſus lays to- 
bim, © Verily, verily, 1 ſay unto you, except a 
nan be born again he cannot ſee the kingdom of 
Cod.“ Nicodemus, not underſtanding what Was 
beben, n W declares Mes, 11 ede WF. 
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man be born of Huter and of the Spirit he eannc 
ſet che kingdom of God.“ What is it to be Born 


of water and of the Spirit? The anſwer 1 think 


will be found eaſy, eſpecially if we take advantage 
of the information given us in other parts of Seri 

ture. Water, we there find, is the ſign ordered to 
be uſed in Baptiſm on account of it's cleanfing what- 


ever is dirty or defiled: the Holy Spirit however is 
the thing ſignified by the Water; for as it is the bu- 


fineſs of water to cleanſe the defilement of the body, 
ſo it is the office of the Holy Spirit to cleanſe. the 
corruption of the heart of man. The meaning, 
© ſeems to be as follows, 60 Except a man be renewed, 
or born again, and not by the outward Baptiſm of 
water only, but alſo by the effectual inward Bap- 
tiſm, or Purification, of the Holy Spirit Except 
a man be” thus “ born,” both of Water and of the 
Spirit” he cannot ſee (that is, he cannot rightly. un- 
derſtand, nor is he qualified to enter into) the king- 
dom of God.” * Bleſſed,” ſays our Savior, „ are 
the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God.“ It is 
our bearts then, and not our. bodies only, | that 
muſt be - baptized and purified. We are natu- 
rally corrupt, indiſpoſed to ſerve God, and to 
bey his Will and Commandments. „We are all, 
de Seripture, + gone out of the way.” “ Be. 
bold,” ſays David, „I was born in fin and ſhapen 
in iniquity, and in fin did my mother conceive me.” 
And you,” fays the apoſtle, “ bath he quick 
ened who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins;\ wherein 
im times paſt: ye walked according to the court 
of this world-and were by nature the children 0 
yrath even as others.) We are therefore enhortel 
* not to be conformed to this preſent world, bu 
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to be transformed: in . Sener of our minds? 
and the Scripture: accordingly {peaks of true. Chriſti- 
ins as being cleanſed by the waſhing of regeneration 
and rene wing of the Holy Ghoſt,” and of their be⸗ 
ing waſhed, and cleanſed, and juſtified in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our 
Cod.“ The neceſhty then of his death unto Sin 
and new Birth unto Righteouſneſs is plain and evi- 
dent; for how can an unholy creature obtain the 
favor of a holy God, and become fitted for a holy 
heaven, without undergoing this change; ſo juſt, ; 
{o rational is that faying of our Saviour, © Ye muſt 'Þ} 
deb IH co DLITORE: -- 
There are many other paſſages of Scripture which 
equally ſhew that to be a Chriſtian is to undergo |. 
a great change in the natural diſpoſition of our 
minds, and alſo that Baptiſm is intended to ſet 
forth to us this change. As many of you,” ſays ©: 
St. Paul, “ as have been baptized into Chriſt have 
put on Chriſt;” that is, ye have put on the ſame 
diſpoſitions that were in your Savior, ſuch as his hu- 
mility, meekneſs, love to God and man, devotion, _ 
heaverly ' mindedneſs; and again, “ for we are 
buried by Baptiſm into his death, that, like as 
Chriſt was raiſed from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newnejſs of © 
life.“ When Paul himſelf firſt became a Chriſtian, 
Ananias ſaid to him, * Ariſe and be baptized, ande 
waſh away thy fins. Ananias does not merely fay ._ 
Ariſe and be baptized.” No, theſe words are 
| Introductory to the words that follow. And #6"is 
1 in our caſe. 6 Waſh away thy fins,” is an ad- 
dition which we alſo muſt make to our form f 
Baptiſm. Nay, I will venture to remark, that Bap. "A 
0 SDLIOQOW 9019 C4147: A WE ACID 70 95 FL . 
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tiſm withont this is not only uſeleſs, but it is even 


worſe. than uſeleſs. It does but aggravate our 


- guilt; juſt as in the caſe of any other. promiſe; he 
ho promiſes but does not perform, not only makes 
his promiſe void, but is even in a worſe caſe than 
if he had never made any promiſe at all. 51 
The bleſſings of the Goſpel,” it is true, are, on 
the part of God, conveyed over to us in Baptiſm, 
but they are conveyed over to us only on the ſup- 
poſition, that we alſo-on our fide repent earneſtly 


of our ſins, have faith in Chriſt, become regene- 


rate, or born again, and walk in newneſs of life, 
If all theſe things are left undone, and are forgot- 
ten by us, our Baptiſm 1s then like an agreement as 
yet unfulfilled. It is like a contract, or bargain, which 
has been made but which one of the parties has after- 
wards rendered void, through his having negledted 
to fulfil ſomething that he promiſed in the very 
body of the deed. The other party is therefore let 
looſe of courſe. For let not the Reader. ſuppoſe 
that there is any charm in Baptiſm, and that on 
the ſaying over of certain words by a regular prieſt 
the gates of Heaven fly open to him, his heart 
being now renewed and made regenerate of courſe, 
Let not any one, I ſay, preſume to ſtake his ſal- 
vation on the truth of fo abſurd a ſuppoſition as 
this. A perſon is admitted, I grant, at the time of 
- Baptiſm into the Church of Chriſt, but it is only 


into the viſible Church; for an outward form can 


only admit into the outward church; and it is alſo 


in the way of charity ſuppoſed (according to the 


form no ein uſe in the church of En land) that 
the baptiſed perſon both does and will fulfil his 
part, ſo as to avail himſelf of the Chriſtian Pri- 


vileges held out to him, 
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Let us chen ON ARA well as every? other 
error, and as the Jews were continually warned by 
Chriſt and his apoſtles not to truſt in the form of 
circumciſion, but to remember the thing ſignified, 
ſo let us take warning not to truſt in the form of 


Baptiſm, but to remember what Baptiſm ſignifies; | 


{or “e he is not a Jew,” ſays the apoſtle, © who is 
one outwardly;” and in like manner he is not a 
Chriſtian Who is one outwardly, © neither is Cir- 
cumcifion” (nor Baptiſm neither) „ that which is 
outward in the fleſh, but it is that of the heart and 
of the ſpirit, and not in the nen en praiſe i is 


not of man but of God.“ 


It is proper that ſomething ſhould hare be. adders 


concerning the particular expreſſions which our Sa- 


vior uſed when he appointed this ordinance of Bap- 
tiſm. When he had now finiſhed his work, when 
he had died for our fins on the Croſs, and had alſo. 


riſen again, and was about to aſcend into Heaven, 


„G0 ye, (ſaid he to his diſciples) “into all the! 
world, and preach the Goſpel to every creature.“ 
Go ye,” and baptize them in the name of the Fa- 
THER, the SON, and the Hor GrnosT.” T“ 
In the ſame ſacred names of the Father, the Song 
and the Holy Ghoſt (or Spirit) all Chriſtians are 
now baptized. Let us therefore cloſe the preſe; #- 
ſubject, by endeavouring to explain, in an eaſy and 
familiar manner, what it is that a true Chriſtian, 55 
who is baptized, may be ſuppoſed to mean by each TE 
of theſe three ſtriking expreſſions. ati or 
To be baptized into theſe three end, names, 
may be conſidered then as ſaying, in the firſt place, 
J believe in God, the Father Almighty; who made 
and who now . governs the world, and orders all 
things by his continual providence, II is to ay, Þ 


1* 


| Pelle d ib mon God: of . Seriptures Coeak 


| falfſo.in; -Je efus Chriſt, who is the Son of God, and 
WhO for us men and our ſalvation came down from 


and unworthineſs. I truſt in the merits of my Sa. 


in the miracles which he wrought in the days of the 
Apoſtles, whereby he teſtified of Teſus Chriſt. I be- 


7 


and not in thoſe falſe; Gods which vain men have 
imagined to themſelves, whether they be Gods 0 
wood and ſtone, or Gods whom their own reaſon 
hath ſet up in oppoſition to the one true and only God 
of the Scriptures.—It is to ſay, ſecondly I believe 


Heaven, who was crucified, dead and buried, and 
who on the third day roſe again from the dead and 
aſcended into Heaven. I renounce, therefore, the 
vain hope of being my own Savior; I own my guilt | 


vior's death, and in his power, to ſave that immortal 
ſoul which I have committed to him. It is to ſay, 
thirdly—1 believe alſo in the Holy GhoR. I believe 


e 

lieve in him alſo as my Sanctifier: I depend bn his 5 

help for that change in my corrupt nature of which I C 

I feel the need, and while I am ſtriving earneſtiy tie 

againſt my Gaz, I implore the grace of this Holy «1 

Spirit, without which I know that I can do nothing. in 

It is to ſay alſo, that I believe in him as my Com- nc 
forter. I draw my-beſt conſolations not from the I v. 

world, nor from the ordinary ſatisfactions of this fa 

life, {1:11 leſs from the indulgence of my pride or th 
of | my paſſions; but my higheit comfort ſprings from N 

thoſe Holy Doctrines of the Goſpel which the Di.: * 


vine Spirit has, I truſt, impreſſed on my heart; and W 2 
from that humble perſuaſion. which he hath given 7 


me, that, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, God even 


now-admits.me into his. Nenn ME will hereafter 
reines me into his glory. i Ol” 3 


wien is de true * of our being Lal 
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into „r name of the Low, dae Son; andiche Holy 
Choſt! It is to renounce the Devil and all his 
vorks, the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, 
and al! the- finful luſts of the fleſn, ſo as no longer 8 
© follow nor be led by them. It is to chuſe inſtead 
of theſe, and as it were in defiance of them, and in 
direct oppoſition to them, that Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit which have been ſpoken of. It is to 
profeſs to live all our days in this faith, perſevering 
in it through all the changes and chances ofthis 
martal life, in ſpite of all the revolutions which 5 


that of ſurrounding nations. It is to determine to 
hold faſt this faith into whatſoever new place we go, 
and among whatſoever company we may change to 
dwell, amidft the ſcoff of infidels, amidſt the gainſay- 
ing of heretics, amidſt all the diſcouragements or 
perſecutions that may riſe up againſt it in the world, 


h Chriſtians, and amidſt the united enmity and oppelt- 
uon of all wicked men. And laſtly, to take on our- 
Y ſelves the Chriſtian name in Baptiſm i is to profeſs that 
* MW io this faith having lived, in this faith wetruſt we ſhall. 
not be afraid to die, fince we are well perſuaded that 
we ſhall not be aſhamed of having eee hes 
faith on the great judgment day. ien 
vrt pören hitherto of Boptifin in Seren 1 8 
now mean to make the following e * 
l 
5 


e 60 theſe Parents. who are about to. bring. 0 
i Child ,to be baptized... 


| 2 ett Abenion might indeed be e 
why ſhould infants be baptized at all? Why. ſhould 
they wy made to 1 that which, on account 


may happen in the faith of our own country or in 


amidſt the evil example of degenerate and corrupt 
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of their tender age, bY iN perform. „To this 
ↄhjection the Church England gives the following 
anſwer.—“ Becauſe the children promiſe, by means 
Of their ſureties,. which promiſe, when they come 
to age, they themſelves are bound to perform.“ — 
Now, I cannot help here remarking, that although 
the Godfathers and Godmothers may be the perſons 
in this place alluded to, yet Parents alſo muſt of 
neceſſity be conſidered as ſureties, and even as 
principal ſureties for the religious education of their 
children; for, not to mention the duty that ariſes 
from the very relationſhip between parent and child, 


is it not the parents who bring the child to be dap. 


tized? Does it not depend on the parents! will whe- 
ther the child ſhall be baptized or not? The Bap- 
tiſm of the child being 5 the parents“ act, the 
parents certainly muſt be conſidered as approving of 
the Baptiſmal vow, and as approving it both with 
reſpeet to their children and themſelves alſo. 
Lou then that are parents, and that are about to 
bring a child to be baptized, afk yourſelyes ſuch 
queſtions as the following. Firſt, am I ſerious in 
- what I am doing? Baptiſm you have juſt ſeen is a. 
ſolemn thing. It is not that light matter whichſome 
people make of it. Indeed, the manner in Which 
parents are uſed to bring their children to be bap- 
tized, may ſerve as a telt or proof by which we may 


- try the reality of their whole religion. They who 


treat Chriſtian Baptiſm lightly, we may depend upon 
it, are altogether light and giddy people; nor 1s this 
all: to be light and giddy in a cale of this fort, is to 
be profane and wicked alſo. ROS, : 
There is ſomething dead farticulanly 28816 at. 
ed i in the goo of thoſe, Pony ane omg in a 
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trifling ſpirit to attend their Ae dee When 
the mother has juſt eſcaped from the pains and 
perils of childebirtb; when the father has had the 
life of his beloved wife pre ferved to him, and when 
they both are made the happy parents of a living 
infant, then is the time for coming and offering up 
to God, who is their deliverer, and in the name of 
Chriſt, wo is their Saviour, their delicate and 
tender offspring. Is this then the time for light and 
giddy mirth? or for luxury, and vanity, and oſten- 


tatibn? or for giving way to the evil cuſtoms of an 


unthinking world? and, above all, is this a time 
for profaning one of the moſt ſacred ordinances of 

Chriſt? No; it is the time rather for the parents 
to think of their ſins, and to examine into all 
the errors of their own paſt life. And as the right 
education of their new-born infant will now be- 


come the objett of their thought, it ought certainly 


to occur toſthem, and to Impreſs itſelf very ſtrongly 
on their mind, that an immortal Being is now com- 
mitted to their care, a Being whoſe foul is likely to 
be ſaved or loſt, according as it receives from thema 
good or a bad education, influence, and example. 
To have brougbt an immortal Being into the world 


is, to every conſiderate mind, in itſelf no light 


matter; and for the parents to be the means not | 
of ſaving, but of damning the child to which they 
have given birth, is a thought too horrible to be 
borne.” Many, therefore, who negle&! their own 
ſouls cannot endure the idea of negletting the fouls 
ot their children, and they are for doing ſome- 
tbing at leaſt towards, what they call, the right edu- 
cation of their offspring: but let all parents re- 
member that if they are light and profane, inſtead of 
being ſerious and devout in preſenting their child 


—_ 


ta UDod in Baptiſm; My child is then introduced into 
life by an ac which amounts to a ſolemn morkery* 
- of God. And, alas, is there not then too much 
reaſon to fear left (to borrow ſome words of the 
Church of England Service) „ the chi Mo] lead 
the remainder of has life, but too truly, according 4 
Bit now to be more particular. Firſt, then, be. 
fore the time o Baptiſm comes, be ſure that you | 
offer up to God in ſecret the moſt fervent prayers 
on the behalf of your infant. What is Baptiſm? 
It is a Sacrament appointed by Chriſt, in order to 
remind us that the natural hearts both of parents and 
children need to be baptized or cleanfed by God's 
Holy Spirit; and how is this gift of the Holy Spirit 
to be obtained? By Prayer: For God hath aid, 
“ He will give his Holy Spirit to them that aſk it.“ 
As then by Prayer you are to ſeek this gift for 
yourſelf, fo are you to ſeek it for your children 
alſo. Pray then? I ſay, that God will give to your 
child that thing which by nature he cannot have;” 
that He will endow him not only with kind and 
amiable tempers, but alſo with the ſtill' greater giſt 
of his heavenly grace. Pray that he may not on 
be:teſpeRable, ſo as to do credit'to his family, in the 
eyes of men, but that he may have the fear of God 
alſo in his heart. Pray that he may be eſtabliſned 
in the faith of Chriſt, and that he may be one of 
thoſe who ſhall one day fight manfully under Chriſt's 
banners againſt Sin, the World; and the Devil, and 
who ſhall not be aſhamed to confeſs the faith df 
Chriſt crucified in the midſt of a proud, a ecareleſs, i 
; and a wicked world. | en 111 19 * 
Let me remark next, in reſpett to Godfather ad 
Godmothers, that it will be your endeavour if v 


% 


# 


4 | 1 


ao 


EG ES (Be A ĩ ĩ 
ue at Aiticipreſed Witti ian hen ü pe p5ů 
aptiſm, to chuſe them from among the ,molt,relp;; 
zious perſons of your acquaintance, and not merely 
om among thoſe who may be moſt likely to help 
brward your child in his worldly intereſt; for, in 
zeaſe of this ſort, you muſt caſt afide the principle 
& worldly policy, and you may alſo have to atk. 
in ſt the rules of civility'and common cuſtom. It 
bprobable, indeed, if you have hitherto been a 
thughtleſs, irreligious perſon, that your religious, 
| frinds, if you have any, will be very ſhy of Rand--. 
ingGodfathers or Godmothers to your children. In 
order, then, to take away their objections, explain 
to them how ſeriouſly. you now intend to bring up 
your offspring. Aſſurè them, that you account 
Baptiſm a very ſolemn thing, that you wiſh them to 
undertake for the religious education of your child 
on ſerious principles, and alſo that you ſhall be glak 
to take advice from them from time to time on this 
ſubject d „ 
In the next place, on the day of Baptiſm, be care- 
ſul to avoid all extravagant feaſting and ſhew, as 
well as levity. Do not prepare a vaſt expenſive 
dinner, but a decent and moderate meal, and be- 
ware of inviting a croud of irreligious people to be 
your gueſts. Do not dreſs out the little infant in ä 
expenſive finery, but remember that you are about 
to dedicate him to one, who, when he gave a feaſt 
to his followers, was pleaſed to offer them nothing 
but a few. fiſhes and barley bread, who had not him- 
elf a houſe where to lay his head, and who, When 
be was nnearly of the age of your child, was laid 
even in @ mere bas 
And ben Ihe day o, Baptiſm is over, begin im 
wediately to / prepare ſorathe good education pÞc) 
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your © child, bÞ cakes al thoſe. ſleps Which no; 
become you, If e is any thing in your cha 
racter and conduct which will reflect blame on 
in the eyes of your offspring, and thus leſſen 15 
reverence for you, endeavour to, correct all ſuch 
things now. Are there any wrong habits which you 
are living in, be ſure to change them now. Have 
vou, any friends, whoſe principles are ſuch as tc 
make them dangerous companions; for your child 
part then from all ſuch friends now, and begin i im 
mediately to form ſuch connections, and to eſta 
' bliſh, ſuch religious cuſtoms in our family, as mah 
be of ſerious uſe to your, children. 
Above all, laſtly, take this occaſion. of examin 
ing whether you have ever yet fulfilled your oh 
vo in Baptilm;, for, if you have not, it is in vait 
to expect that you will do your duty religiouſly b 
your children. Examine, then, whether the. greal 
end of - Baptiſm has been fulfilled in you; whethe 
you have ever repented of your ſins, have. turnet 
to God, have learnt to deny the ſinful inclinations 0 
Your, heart, have refuſed to follow the. evil cuſtom 
of the world, and have: become holy, as your pro 
 feſſian of Chriſtianity requires you to be. Examine 
in ſhort, whether you have got a Chriſtian nam: 
only, or a Chriſtian nature alfe, If you canno 
anſwer theſe queſtions ſatisfactorily, do not ru 
away from the ſubje& altogether, but rather take 
the opportunity which the affecting circumſtance | ol 
a.child's birth.affords. you of conſidering over all 
2 own ways, and let the ſeaſon of your child's 
eing born into a new world, be the ſeaſon of your 
on death unto ſin, 7755 new birth unto, . 
nes. | 
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